
Name: __________________________ 

The Donkey and The Dog 
 

A washer man had a donkey and a dog. Both the donkey and the dog helped his master 
in many ways. One night, a few thieves broke in the house of that washer man. The dog heard 
them and started barking. The washer man got up and so did the neighbors. “What is that? A 
dog. Let us run," said the thieves. They feared some dangerous consequences. By that time 
many people gathered in the street. They tried to run away but they were caught by the people. 
 

The washer man said, “I am glad I had this dog in my house. I am sure the thieves would 
have looted me if my dog had not barked." The washer man was highly proud of the dog. Every 
one too praised the dog. 
 

From that day, the donkey started thinking, “The master thinks that the dog is a more 
useful animal than me." The donkey decided he will show his master, the washer man, that he 
too could be useful just like the dog. Few days passed. One night, it so happened, two thieves 
again entered the washer man’s house. The thieves became aware of the animals present in 
that house. “We should be careful, friend! I have heard that a dog guards this house," one thief 
said to the other. 
 

As the thieves peeped in, they saw the dog sitting just outside the main door. “It seems 
the dog is quite alert," said one thief. 
 

“It is better to leave this house alone. We had better go at once," the other thief said and 
the two thieves fled. But unknown to the thieves, the donkey was watching all this. He thought, 
“It is a good opportunity for me to show my master that I too can be useful to him. The thieves 
have run away. If I start shouting, the master will think that I have driven the thieves away and 
out of this house." And the foolish donkey started braying loudly. 
 

When the washer man heard the donkey bray at this odd hour, he got angry. He came 
out with a stick and thrashed the donkey. “This will teach him not to bray at night," he screamed. 
The donkey got all the thrashes in silence. It did not know what was taking place. 
 

Just then the dog came to the donkey and said, “It is better to do your duties than try to 
be like me." The donkey knew that the dog was right.There after both the donkey and the dog 
remained peaceful. 

 
1. How did the dog protect the man in the beginning of the story? 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

2. Why did the thieves run away? 
 
 
 

3. Why did the donkey want to be like the dog? 
 
 
 

4. Why couldn’t the donkey be like the dog? 
 
 
 

5. What can you learn from the story? 
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